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enjoyment of all sorts of respect and perference enjoyed
by the radical Muslim, or gaining the sympathy and
confidence of the authorities, time was the only
means of abolishing these distinctions and fusing the
inhabitants of the same country into a single society.
The succession of ages and generations was the only
means of forgetting the past and elevating the sons
of those who embraced Islam to the rank of old
Muslims. Moreover, their descendants borrowed Arab
lineage and ascribed their names and origins to one
of the known Arab tribes in order to efface the last
vestiges and memories which may compromise their
social position after being admitted into Islam, and
turned into pure and true Muslims.
The triumph of Islam in Syria and Egypt was
easier and more rapid than in any other conquered
country. Christianity was the main religion in Syria
and Egypt at the time of Muslim conquest; but it
was imposed on them by fire and sword, and before
long, its doctrines were subjected to controversy; its
fundamental principles were shaken and its dogmas
weakened; there were many hostile sects and creeds,
and oppression and persecution led to political and
social anarchy. There is nothing in the principles of
Islam which may evoke the resentment of faithful
hearts; its hostility to the church doctrines was moder-
ate and lenient. The success of Islam in overrun-
ning the old world with such astounding rapidity
was the miracle of its power, and proof of superi-
ority. Justice, moderation, abnegation and austerity,
which characterized the policy of the conquerors, was
an overwhelming contrast to the oppression of Chris-
tian governments in those ages, and a proof that the
Church was not the true symbol of justice and frater-
nity. Were not all these decisive and far-reaching in-
dications that the new religion was the more worthy to
follow and, being the victorious one, was it not the true
religion ? It was natural that this phenomena should